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independent Judgment

Dy STIHUVEN V. TOBERTS

Twelve former presidents ofT‘h

CPYRGHT————
|

‘the National Student Associa-
‘tion said yesterday that they
iaad retained “the utmost vigi-
lance and independence of judg-
iment” while receiving as much
ins $400,000 a year from the
Central Intelligence Agency to
operate their international pro-
lgram. '

~Jthat the *assoclation had con-
sistentiy opposed official Ameri-
can Toreign policy even while
+it was taking large subsidies
lfrom the TFederal Government.
I+ The statement issued yester-
¢ay was signed by every presi-
dent—wita one exception—who
neid office in the association
netween 1952,
with the . {ntelligence agency
s was flrst forged, and 1964.. The
=lone exceépiion was Richard J.
Muiphy, now Assistant Post-
+master General, who declined
o sign. He was president in
115352- )
[ Stephen Robbins, president in
+1534-63, is in the Army and
could not be reached. The two
dmost recent presidents, Philip
|Sherburne and W. Eugene
+Groves, nave opposed the asso-
Jciation’s relationship with the
iintelligence agency. A
Charges Are Ticcalled
The two most recent presi-
{dents and other ex-officials of
{the association have maintained
that the iatelligence agency did
Jinfluence  association  poliey;
:They insist that former presi-
dents, some of whom either
worked Jor the agency or were
Jsupsidized by it, tried to influ-
nence clections and occasionally

{association policy on such issues|’

Jas the war in Vietnam.
i . :
The former presidents said

;in their statement that in thel

!mrly- nineteen-fifties the stu-
‘dent association *recognized the
ivitat importance of American
"student partieipation in interna-
stional student affairs which

72 Leaders Séy They Kept|;

The former presidents notedf

when the link]:

4 h <3 Be
iwhether CI.A, funds catailed
‘any such conditions. We state
rcategoricaliy that they did not.
iAllegations” “that we were
vtrapped’. or ‘duped’-are arrant
i nonscnse." : o
| Such charges have vecn made,
{by present association oificials.
*  The former - presidents said
jthat although they constantlyi,
isought other financing, *this re--
lationship was (he only realls-
itic and responsible altcimative
~pvailable to us at that time.”

Three Policy Arcas Cited

-In at least’ three important
hreas-tine association maintainedy
kn independent foreign policy)
hat often conflicted with offi-
bial views, the presidents said..
C"N.8.A. consistently sup-

Homocratic  student organiza-
ions -in those countries whero
Lhey existed and encouraged
their formation where they did
hot exist.” .
G"NSA's international policy,
pariy recognized the crucial im-
portance  which nationalist
hovements in Asia, Africa and
Latin America would have in,
bhaping our world.”
9“While we were quite aware
pt" the expansionist ambitions,
hnd ideological goals of.the So-!
riet Union, N.S.A. chose to dcal
vith the Soviets and Eastern
[Fouropeans not as  ideological
pariahs but as political adver-
baries in a changing world.”
The former officers noted
Lhat “political eontexts change,"
hnd that what might have been/
b responsible course of action
|5 years ago might not seem %o
o students today. They thus
Lppeared to defend the decision
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khe intelligence agency.

fhey said, “the responsibility of
pach group of current leaders
bf - N.S.A, to lead the organiza-
Lion in  the direction whith
beems to them appropriate dur-
ng thelr term of office.”
.The twelve signers, and the
‘threar in which they left office
Lres gl
Ailliam (T. Dentzer Jr., 1052

Hlarry H. Lunn Jr., 1035,

iptanford L. Glass, 1056..... ...
Harald C. Bakken, 1057, ! .1
<. Ray Iarabee, 1858. )
Robert R. Kiley, 1959. ol

Richard A, Rettig, 1061.,
[Edward R, Garvey, 1062. '
W. Dennis Shaul, 1068, © ..

igtherwise  would have been
Jdominited by the well trained
.and well informed representa-
Jives of iSastern Kurope and the
sowvict Union” :
Howevar, they said, “without
stbstantial funds, N.8.A. inter-
lnatioml program wouid have
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j1beon immobilized.'

| "¥et caen of us concluded
ithat, without
':iwm:ld have chosen immobiliza-
dtion if the only funds availabice
Jwere conditioned on'impairment
Hol the independence oi any of
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guestion, we '

horted and sought to strengthent -

‘pf current leaders to break with| -

“We have always recognized,”

fames M. Edwards, 1054. . ."-

Donald A. Hoffman, 1060, - =

regory, M. Gallo, 1064, ~ '3
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